Anand О г. тото Se Kundala 


mr ANANDA 


+ PLEASE! 
PAY TAX! WE SHALL 


2 DIE 
И HUNGRY | 
Ж 


EIGHTEENTH CENTURY BENGAL. THE BRITISH RULE HAD SPREAD 
ITS TENTACLES FAR AND WIPE. THE SWORD HAD DRAINED THE LAND 
OF ITS RICHES. WHILE THE PEOPLE STARVED, THE OPPRESSOR 
LAUGHED... AND LOOTED. THE MUSLIM KING, WHO RULED, MAS 

А PUPPET IN BRITISH HANDS. 


= 
جح 


IN 1778 А.Р. PADACHIHNO, ONCE A FLOURISHING VILLAGE WAS REDUCED 
то UTTER POVERTY. THE VILLAGERS НАР FLED TO THE CITY WHERE 
BEGGING MIGHT BRING SOME FOOD. ONLY THREE PEOPLE STAYED ON — 
MAHENDRA, THE ZAMINDAR OF THE VILLAGE HIS WIFE AND HIS CHILD. 


THE CITY ? 

PLEASE 11 CANT 

BEAR IT ANY 
mo! 


FOOD то BUY I 


1 


Е WE GO AWAY, THE 

DACOTS WILL 

SEIZE OUR 
PROPERTY. 


۸۸۵۷۵۸۷/5 COUNSEL PREVAILED. 
AS A PRECAUTION , MAHENDRA 
ARMED HIMSELF 


AFTER WALKING FOR MILES 
THEY CAME UPON А DESERTED HUT: 


YES, THEY PAY 
GOOD MONEY. 


SEIZING HER BY THE HAND THEY | 


INSIDE THE FOREST, WHEN THE DACOITS 


DRAGGED HER TOWARDS THE FOREST, WERE BUSY INSPECTING THEIR LOOT, 
KALYANI TRIED TO ESCAPE 


AWAY-CATCH HER! |“ 


KALYAN! DID NOT GIVE ПР. 
SHE RAN ОМ AND ON. AT LAST 
I CAN'T RUN ANY FARTHER. 
DO I HEAR А SOOTHING 
VOICE OR ۱۵ IT m 
IMAGINATION © 


9 


THE NEXT MOMENT KALYANI 
| FELL, UNCONSCIOUS, AT THE 
FEET OF A TALL SANTLY MAN. 


LATER = 2 [AND SPOKE TO|GO,BHAVANANDA. LOOK 


VHERE АМІР САН 
VHO ARE ou Јев СОМЕ 


فک 
>N‏ 


THE HERMIT WHO HAD SAVED KALYANI 
VAS SATYANANDA-HE HAD MANY 
DISCIPLES» НЕ WENT OUT 


MAHENDRA: MEANWHILE, HAD BEEN CAPTURED BY THE SOLDIERS. BHAVANANDA | 
FOUND HIM IN THEIR CUSTODY. 


CURSE ТНЕМЋЕ IT У 


NOT THE DACOITS, 


SHAVANANDA DELIBERATELY 
LET THEM CATCH HIM. 


‘SPARE МЕ. 
ТАЊА 


Есе 
a 


THERES ROTIME) 
FOR QUESTIONS: 
۱ 


м 


TWO MORE 
RE COMING 


HIS WAY | 


DON'T PANIC! 
FORM A CIRCLE | 


THE TERRIFIED TROOPS RAN 
FOR THEIR LIVES. å 


MONEY TO 
THE VAULTS. 


[AS BHAVANANDA AND MAHENDRA | 
WALKED TCU THE FOREST: 


HOW COULD IP 
ТАМ А 


THEN BHAVANANDA CLOSED HIS 
EYES AND BURST FORTH INTO SONG. 


WE ARE NOT 
DACOITS ! 
THEY ARE 
THE 0۵۵۵۰ 


RIGHTFULLY 
BELONGS 
то us = 
THE SONS 
OF THIS 
SOIL. 


VANDE MATARAM! 


YOU 
SING 
ABOUT 

A 
MOTHER 
WHO 15 

SHEE 


MY LAND! НАЈ 
HER CHILD — 
A SANTAAN ! 


THOUSANDS! WE 
HAVE TAKEN А 
VOW TO FREE 
OUR MOTHER! 


THERE ! THAT IS, 
ANANDA: MATH OUR | 


ANXIOUS 

ABOUT MY 

WIFE AND 
CHILD. 


SECRET ABODE . WILL 


THEY ARE SAFE 

WITH SATYANANDA. | 

PLL TAKE YOU TO 
HIM 


INSIDE ANANDA MATH, SATYANANDA TOOK. MAHENDRA THROUGH, A 
| NETWORK OF TUNNELS TO А LARGE SHRINE. 5 
|| УАМРЕ mataram THIS 15 ДЕ 
НЕ FORM IN WHICH WE В 
UR MOTHE! 
MATARAM. 


THEIR CHED МАР PICKED UP THE || © | оме or по лаке 
BASKET OF POISON HER sort FT OUT. 
HOW DID you GET 
are емет TO 
WE ÅT ONCE! 


JUST THEN UNNOTICED BY THEM SHE HAS range | 


NOW I HAVE 
| NOTHING TO LIVE 


T HAVE LOST ALL) 
WHY SHOULD 
тыме 


TT МАЗ ЗАТЧАМАМРА- 


SATYANANDA SPIED JIVANANDA HIDING BEHIND A BUSH. HE 
CALLED OUT SOMETHING IN SANSKRIT WHICH THE CAPTORS 
MISTOOK FOR А CHANT. 


ача asr ачотат” 


те: 224 
"IN THE FOREST, ON THE BANK OF THE RIVER, 
THERE 15 А WOMAN. 


UWANANDA SOON FOUND KALYANI. I HOPE BHAVANANDA 
— [OR SOMEONE ELSE 
|сомев THIS WAY 
| AND CREMATES 
THE BODY. THE 
IcHILD NEEDS 


THE MOTHER IS DEAD. 
BUT THE CHILD IS ALIVE. 
IT MUST BE MAHENDRAS| 


SINCE НЕ WAS Å SANTAAN, JIVANANDA COULD NOT GO TO HIS WIFE TILL 
THE LAND WAS FREE. SO HE WENT TO HIS SISTER Š HOUSE. 


I WANT YOU то НАТ А PRETTY 1 
TAKE CAFE CHILD. GIVE IT TO МЕ. | 
OF THIS CHILD. 
0 
ща 


pi 


AS JIVANANDA TURNED TO GO > 
SHANTI, HIS WIFE REACHED THERE. 


SHANTI, YOU LOOK || MY LIFE HAS NO 
UNHAPPY : WHAT'S: 
THE MATTER? 


MEANING WITHOUT YOU. 


| [WITH A HEAVY HEART „ЛИАМАМОА | 
| [PARTED FROM HIS WIFE. 


ARRESTING 
BANYASIS-AND 


DRESSED AS A NOBLEMAN, 
| BHAVANANDA LEFT ON 


WHATS THISE A 

BEAUTIFUL WOMAN! 
SHE SEEMS 
TO BE DEAD. 


ВНАШАМАМРА BROUGHT SOME HERBS 
AND POURED THEIR JUICE INTO 
KALYANPS MOUTH. 


SHE 15 
BREATHING. 


| PLL TAKE HER TO THE ја 
(СПУ AND LEAVE HER 8 
INA SAFE PLACE. 

1 WONDER WHO 

SHE IS. 


MEANWHILE, АТ ANANDA MATH = 


GURUJI AND MAHENDRA ARE 


[ARMED WITH SWORDS AND SPEARS, THE 
SANTAANS LEFT FOR THE CITY. 


IN THE СПУ JAIL-BHAVANANDA 
HAS NOT RETURNED EITHER. 
WE'LL FREE OUR GURUN). 


BOLDLY THEY ATTACKED THE GUARDS OF THE JAIL 
AND FREED SATYANANDA AND MAHENDRA. 


ТАМ PLEASED WITH 


AS THEY PROCEEDED TOWARDS | | BRITISH SOLDIERS! 
THEY'VE HEARD OF 
GURUUPS ESCAPE | 

= | HAR)! HARI! 


Er 


THEIR SWORDS AND SPEARS WERE NO LATER, BHAVANANDA TOO REACHED 

MATCH AGAINST THE GUNS .HUNDREDS | |THE SCENE ВИТ p~~ #— 

DIED: FALL BACKI THIS 
E jg 


ээ. 


IN THE PRESENCE OF THE 
MOTHER 


GURUJI> I WOULD LIKE жат 

ТО ВЕ INITIATED AS A (А DO YOU PROMISE ТО GIVE 
$) | SANYASI PLL READILY 

DIE FØR THE CAUSE 


THERE WAS SOMEBODY ELSE 
WAITING ТО BE ORDAINED TOO- 
ро YOU PROMISE TO GIVE 

Your LIFE, IF NEED ВЕ, 

ТО FREE THE 

MOTHER P 


YOU SEEM TO BE Å 

WOMAN DISGUISED 

AS А МАМ. TELL ME 
THE TRUTH. 


1 CAN FIGHT 
AS WELL AS 
ANY MAN. 
TEST ME- 


ЭУ) 
ЕРОЌЕ SATYANANDA COULD 
OMPLETE THE SENTENCE SHANTI 
AD STRUNG THE BOW AND THROWN 
T AT THE FEET OF SATYANANDA. 


ARE You А 
FAIRY 2 OR A 
GODDESS P 


FROM CHILDHOOD ТО 
|| LEAD A HARD ук: 


SATYANANDA THEN CALLED MAHENDRA 
то HIS ROOM. 


\| | To HELP из. 
اس‎ 


K [ONLY FOR TONIGHT. 
1 STAY. TOMORROW YOU MAHENDRA, 
HERE? | | MUST LEAVE.BUT | |Your DAUGHTER 


you ARE WELCOME | |16 ALIVE. 


JIVANANDA HAS PLAGED | 
HER IN SAFE HANDS» 
You МАУ SEE HER 
AFTER. YOU COMPLETE 

бик MISSION. you 
ÅRE A SANTAAN NOW. 


[WHAT сам тро 
Е 


| 


ТО THE BLOODY 
BATTLE IN THE 

CITY-SWORDS ARE. 
INEFFECTUAL BEFORE 
GUNS.1 WANT GUNS 


БЕ WERE A WITNESS | | 


[АТ PADACHIHNO 
YOU HAVE А BIG 
HOUSE WHICH 
САН BE SECRETLY| 
CONVERTED INTO 
А FOUNDRY. 
THE VILLAGE 
CAN ВЕ. 
CONVERTED INTO 
А FORT. 


PETN EEE NE ا‎ Ea лд А та СО 
SUNSMITHS AND SWORDSMITHS TO PADACHIMNO »NOW A STRONG FORT... 


AFTER ABOUT A YEAR, THE SANTAANS GATHERED IN А MANGO GROVE. 
THEIR RANKS HAD SWELLED ТО OVER TEN THOUSAND. THEY WERE EAGERLY 
AWAITING THE ARRIVAL OF ЗАТЧАМАМФА > THEIR GURU. 

NAVINANANDA > 1 HEAR. 

THAT WARREN HASTINGS (И 

HAS SENT А BIG ENGLISH 

ARMY UNDER CAPTAIN 


ЗАТЧАМАМРА САМЕ. 


[THE TIME 


BROTHERS! 
2 |VICTORY 16 мот 
(Р. FAR OFF. VANDE 
MATARAM I 
ANDE MATARAM I WE 
ARE READY-LET US 


[SHELL S, FIRED BY BRITISH CANNONS; 
BURST AROUND THEM- 


LIVANANBA! 
1 APPOINT YOU 

COMMANDER OF 
THE FORCES. 60, 


GET THE CANNONS 
OF THE BRITISH. 


GURU HAS ORDERED SHOUTS OF VANDE MATARAM? RENT 
ME TO GO AND GET THE THE AIR AS THE SANTAANS RODE 
BRITISH. CANNONS +) AM TOWARDS THE ENEMY. 
BOING. WILL YOU COME P 


MEANWHILE» CAPTAIN THOMAS HAD SENT A UNIT ТО COVER THE 


OUTHERN PLANKS 


THE SANTAANS WERE TRAPPED + 


THERE 1S ONLY ONE 
WAY OUT- ACROSS 
THE BRIDGE ON 
THE: RIVER AJAY. 


BHAVANANDA! NOT 
А SINGLE MAN САМ 
ESCAPE ALIVE NOW, 
UNLESS WE THINK 


BUT IF THE CANNON SHELLS 

FALL ON THE BRIDGE WHILE 

THE SANTAANS ARE МО, ЈУАМАМРА! YOU LEAD 

CROSSING ALL WILL DIE. || THE SANTAANS TO SAFETY 
WHILE Î HOLD BACK THE 
BRITISH. 


LET US DIE SO THAT 
OTHERS MAY LIVE. 
VANDE MATARAM | 


“е: 


TH ABOUT 2000 MEN, BHAVANANDA 
ACED THE BRITISH CANNONS + 


AS JVANANDA AND THE SANTAANS | | ВНАМАМАМРА ATTACKED CAPTAIN | 
RODE TO SAFETY — | THOMAS — 


LET NONE соса. || | РЕ 
FOLLOW ТНЕМСТАКЕ. CHARGE! 
CANNONS WITH YOU- = + 


— | 


IN А MATTER OF MINUTES CAPTAIN 
THOMAS WAS CAPTURED, 


ON THE BRIDGE ON WHICH THE 
SANTAANS HAD GATHERED. 


BHAVANANDA COULD МОТ BEAR INSPIRED BY THE COURAGE OF 
ТО SEE THE DESTRUCTION. BHAVANANDA AND JIVANANDA ,MORE 

SANTAANS RUSHED FORWARD ON 
THE SUICIOAL MISSION 


СОМЕ , JIVANANDA у 
LET US CAPTURE 
THE CANNONS. 


SOON ONE OF THE CANNONS WAS | [THE CANNON NOW RAINED SHELLS 
= ON THE BRITISH ARMY: 


TURN THE 
CANNON ON 


THE. 
BRITISH. 


CAPTURED. 


THE BRITISH. ARMY НАР МАМУ CANNONS. THE SANTAANS НАР ONLY ONE. 
THE BATTLE WAS STILL UNEVEN. JUST THEN -- 


Камо 


|... САМАОМ5 BOOMED IN THE FOREST. 


MAHENDRA HAD BROUGHT SEVENTEEN CANNONS FROM PADACHIHNO = 


THEY ARE oug _ С OT 
one. eee ОУ У, 


алута, WHO WERE FLEEING ACROSS THE 
ДИ ЕНЕВ BACK Тө HOLY THE СІ ені 


THE ПРЕ OF THE BATTLE HAD TURNED: THE NATIVES IN THE BRITISH 
ARMY RAN HELTER SKELTER. 


[THE SANTAANS SPARED МОМЕ- 


(ВС SOLA. БРЕ ЛЫЧ БЕРЕРМИН 
ROUNDED THEM „ВМАГАМАМРА SUDDENLY | 
TURNED HIS ATTENTION TO CAPT. 
THOMAS WHO WAS A PRISONER. 


HIT CAPT. THOMAS - 


| ON BHAVANANDA. 


А BRITISH SOLDIERS BULLET | THEN THEY TURNED THEIR WRATH 


1 DIE РОК. Р 
MY MOTHER. < 
VANDE МАТАВАМ. | 570 


THEY MOURNED THE HERO BHAVAN "| 


НЕ WAS THE BRAVEST. 
MAY HIS SOUL REST 
IN PEACE 


TT VICTORY /, 
15 ours! ЗА 
/ 


КАЛКАНАНВА WET 
BRING YOUR WEE AND 
ита Ж 
سس‎ UNANANDA WILL BRING 
"Gave содр ы 


МЕ HAVE FREED THE ENEMIES ARE STH 

THE MOTHER. OUR ENTRENCHED IN THE 

MISSION 15 CITY. THE BRITISH 

FULFILLED: HAVE А BIG ARMY AT 
а CALCUTTA. 


FT WON T BE LONG BEFORE cr O P а а 
WE FINALLY CRUSH THEM. I 
FREE YOU FROM YOUR VOW. 


ТАМ А POOR 
BEGGAR : DON’ 


1 AM SHANTI, | [SOON MAHENDRA WAS UNITED WITH HIS 
UNANANDAS | [ИРЕ AND CHAD. : 
WIFE.) WILL THE GODS ARE KIND TO USI 


TAKE YOU TO You ÅRE ALIVE. OUR CHILD 
YOUR HUSBAND. 1 15 ALIVE! 


[MONTHS LATER, A LARGE ARMY WAS SENT FROM CALCUTTA UNDER 
MAJOR EDWARDS TO CRUSH THE SANTAAN UPRISING 


THE RUMOURS SPREAD BY BRITISH 
SPIES REACHED MAHENDRA?S EARS 
Ат FADACHIHNO 


STOP THE PARADE! 
{| GET READY ТО 
MARCH TO THE FAIR 


Ж. 


[ON THE FULL MOON DAY, THOUSANDS 
OF SANTAANS CONVERGED AT 


MEANWHILE, NAVINANANDA PLANNED 
A VISIT TO THE BRITISH CAMP. 


WAIT HERE! 
ILL GET THE, 
INFORMATION. 


| лута CAMP. 


NAVINANANDA, NOW DRESSED 
AS А BEGGAR WOMAN, ENTERED THE 


GIVE ME 
ALMS- 


THE TARGET | 


ad © 
ош SING WELL. HERES А s Да 1S THE FORT. 
SUPER. BUT IF YOU CAN GO AND SA I MUST LET 
\ THEM KNOW. 


IND OUT HOW MANY GUARDS 
HEV HAVE AT THE FORT, LL 
GIVE sod А 
HUNDRED. 


BACK IN THE MANGO GROVE , SHANTI 
SAVE THE INFORMATION SHE HAD 
GATHERED ТО JIVANANDA. 
GO AND INFORM GURUUJI- 
1 WILL RUSH TO 
MAHENDRA. 


THE BRITISH ARMY те ON THE, 
OTHER SIDE OF THE HILL. LET'S 
REACH THE Tor ве BEFORE 


| | THEY BEGAN SPITTING FIRE AND SHELLS 
UPON THE SANTAANS. _ 


NO. CHARGE. 
FORWARD! 


THE BRITISH CANNONS WERE 
THERE BEFORE THEM. 


JIVANANDA 
HAS FALLEN. 


THEY SWEPT DOWN ON THE BRITISH FROM ABOVE THE RIDGE THE BRITISH | 
FORCES WERE CRUSHED BETWEEN MAHENDRAS ARMY AND SATYANANDAS 
ARMY. Е - -- 


HARI! HARI! VANDE МАТАКАМ! 
A m 
x иа Å 


TILL LATE INTO THE МЕНТ. 
SHANTI WAG SEARCHING FOR 
THE BODY OF 

UMANANDA. 


LIFE CAN BE 


LOOK AGAIN! 
DORMANT. 


A SAINTLY 

FIGURE. HE 
HAS 

DISAPPEARED| 


SHANTI CARRIED 5 
UNCONSCIOUS BODY TO THE 


HERE, TAKE THIS 
HERB. HELL COME 


VER. 15 FOSSIELE -I REMEMBER, 
Saw A SANTLY RUD, HAD SAID THAT ON THE 
NOBODY KNOWS Pene ON mie | | SOL жоом DAY: HIO MASTER 
WHERE GURUJI BATTLEFIELD. WOULD COME TO TAKE HIM TO 
HAS cone Фадо бота TE MALAYA: 
HAVE GONE 
Wink HIM E 


ее И 


NOTHING WAS LEFT OF ANANDA MATH. THOSE WHO HAD SURVIVED WENT THEIR 
SEPARATE WAYS. BUT THE SPARK REMAINED....AND THE SLOGAN-VANDE МАТАЮАМ! 


AMAR 
EMIL 
KATHAY/ 


Illustrated Classics From India 


Devi Choudhurani 


Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay (1838-1894) is considered to Бе one of the greatest w 
iterature. His Devi Choudhuraniis an enthralling, adventurous and romantic story. 


rs in the world of Bengal 


Before Bankim Chandra, writers in India had depended upon Sanskrit literature for plote. Bankim Chandra was the 
st to realise that history could be а rich source of material. His historical fiction became popular at once and ће 
came to be referred to as the Walter Scott of India. His novels, although originally written in Bengali, have beer 
translated into many Indan languages. 


Both Devi Choudhurani and her mentor, Bhavani Pathak, are historical characters who figure in the report o 

jeutenant Brennan, quoted by Hunter in his ‘Statistical Account of Bengal. There is no historical explanation of 

what converted the young, vulnerable Prafulla into the great Devi Choudhurani in the first place, and what made he 

give it up later. However, Bankim Chandra's ferile imagination has provided answers to these puzzling questions 
is novel, on which our tale iç based. 


Script: Debrani Mitra Illustrations: Souren Roy 


Å DEVI CHOUDHURANI 
ү ЖІ Ni 


Ф IN DURGAPUR , A SMALL VILLAGE OF NORTH BENGAL , THERE 
RAHMAN WIDOW WITH HER BERUTIFU 
FAME OF FRAFULLAS BEAUTY REACHED | [ANI 
THE сако OF Майда Вн, THE ZAMINDAR| Vi үдеу TO MARE 
ое [жен 10 MARRY 


| ту ONLY CHILD 
BRAJESHWAR TO 


[TWO DAYS LATER, THE ENVIGUS NEIGHBOURS MET HARAI 
| 


WIFE AND TOLD HER EVERYTHING 


THERE CAN BE 
NO SMOKE 
FIRE. 


әліне 


[50 PRAFULLA HAD ТО RETURN ТО HER MOTHER. 


16 THERE NO 


THERE 15 ONE, THAT DACOIT? NO, MOTHER.) 
ту DAUGHTER! LET'S TAKE TO SPINNING 
BHAVANI PATHAK. FOR A LIVELIHOOD. 


THE TWO WOMEN SPENT TWO YEARS IN DIRE 
POVERTY. THEN ONE DAY — 
MOTHER TT CAN'T SEE YOU 
STARVING FOR MY SAKE- 
VD RATHER GO ТО MY 
IN-LAWS «> 


PRAFULLA MADE HER WAY ТО HARABALLABHS HOUSE AND STOOD BEFORE HER 


MOTHER-IN-LAW- 


COME TO STAY 
WITH YOU. 2 


WOULD LIKE TO 
HAVE You WITH 
MY CHILD I BUT 


SHE'S RIGHT!) WAIT HERE, MY CHILD! 
| Бал Үш. SPEAK TO YOUR 
FATHER-IN-LAW ` 


AS SOON AS НЕК MOTHER-IN-LAW LEFT, PRAFULLA WAS USHERED INTO A ROOM BY THE 
BEAUTIFUL YOUNG GIRL - 1 чё 


HOW UNFORTUNATE | 

HE 15 HIN SPITE = TriERE |5 NONE 

оғ HAVING А велит | PRETTIER THAN 
you. 


- — 
о THIRD wire, / | ÍN FUL WIFE LIKE 
NAYANTARA. чоц... 


(MEANWHILE — | 


BRAJNS FIRS 


WIFE 15 HERE. 


HOW CAN 12 


CHILD AND... 


wHAT € 
МОТ STAY 


50 
SHE СА 
IN MY HOUSE. 


| © 


чоч‏ وم 
SAY,‏ 
DRIVE HER OUT. / | FATHER!‏ 


SRYESNWARI OUND ریبدت‎ TINTEIRO ИЕН ЕНЕ БУБЕН АБ 
IRWARD AND TOUCHED HIS FEET. 
FORGIVE ME, PRAFULLA- 
I AM HELPLESS. МУ 
FATHER DOES NOT WANT 
YOU MERE AND I CANNOT 
MAINTAIN You. 


BRAJESHWAR BROUGHT OUT HS DIAMOND Е 
RING AND GAVE IT TO HER. 


MAINTAIN YOU. 


ра тет 


THAT YOU 
HAVE ACCEPTED 


ME 15 ENOUGH. 


WHEN PRAFULLA RETURNED TO DURGAPUR, SHE FOUND HER MOTHER SERIOUSLY КЕ. | 


[ONE DARK NIGHT, A FEW DAYS AFTER HER MOTHER'S DEATH, FOUR MEN BROKE INTO 
PRAFULLAS HOUSE. 


WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT 
нек BEAUTY © 
CERTAINLY НО 

_ EAAGGERATION! 


THE ZAMINDAR'S MEN CARRIED PRAFULLA THROUGH AN UNUSED JUNGLE PATH TO AVOID ANY 
ENCOUNTER WITH THE VILLAGE FOLK. WHEN THEY WERE DEEP IM THE JUNGLE — 


CHANCE то Å 
ПУ escape. Å 


= ILL, SPEND 
| THE NIGHT 


THERE I 


POOR 
20] OLD ма 


м! 


3 


ук BURIED 2% 
но | 
WINDOW — YOU 


A 


5 


THE NEXT MORNING , THE OLD MAN DIEI 
МЕ HAD INDICATED: 


FROM WHICH THE TREASURE HAD BEEN 
DUG. THEN SHE CARRIED THE PITCHER 
SIDE AND MD IT И A CORNER 
I AM HUNGRY. 
PD BETTER GO 
AND BAY MY- 
SELF SOME 
FOOD. 


PRAFULLA DUG THE GROUND AT THE SPOT 


ти 
lous 


WHAT ARE YOU DOING 
HERE, MOTHER"? THis 
FOREST 15 NO PLACE 


FOR ñ LADY LIKE YOU. 


| 


ТЕ тр 


you MAY BUY 
WHAT YOU NEED 
(22 FROM МУ 
COTTAGE. 
IT 15 MILES AWAY. 
BUT ... WHO ELSE 
STAYS WITH YOU 


IT HIS COTTAGE, PRAFULLA TOOK THE 


PROVISIONS AND GAVE Нт THE GOLD COIN 
SHE HAD BROUGHT WITH HER. 


[ONLY SUCH COINS! 

MELL, SHOW ME 

Your HOUSE "ни. ЈУ wi poes НЕ 

YOUR HOUSE WANT TO SEE лм 

РУНЕТ LATER, ДУ HOUSE © PERHAPS 
NE WANTS то ков 


Å SNOW WHY YOU HESITATE.) |45 SOON AS BHAVAN! PATHAK SOUNDED THE GONG, 
чои THINK 1AM A THIER. | [SOME лету DBCS ASSEMBLED N FRONT CE 
Vente Exe: | 2 Е Ена 


HE 19 THE 
GREAT BHAVANI 
THAKUR. 


REGARD THIS LADY 

YOUR MOTHER AND‏ وم 
LET NO HARM BEFALL‏ 
HER. NOW DISPERSE,‏ 


AFTER THE DACOITS пар GONE— |Б КЫ ЗЕЛА 


ЫШ tat LEVES me 
هت‎ Матти сносе. 
THERE] YOU CANNOT FRÅ ЖЕ | WILL TELL HIM 
LEAVE THIS PLACE Š 8 

UNLESS I WISH IT- 

BUT TRUST те = 

NO HARM WILL 

соте то чо. 


да СЈАЕ НИК ЧО ЛЕВ О асканы н Ее A р! 
THE FACTS RIA 


THIS TREASURE, 
TELL ME WHAT 
то.ро WITH IT. 


INSTRUCTIONS: 
WITHOUT 

QUESTIONING 

THEM АМР... 


AS BHAVAN PATHAK CAME OUT OF THE 
COTTAGE, HE MET HIS DEPUTY , RANGARA 


WHAT'S THE MATTER, 


RANGARAU 2 YOU 
LOOK PERTURBED. 
ы - 


THE GOVERNMENT 
TAA-COLLECTORS 
HAVE LOOTED 
RANGPUR VILLAGE 


SHALL WE ATTACK 

THEM AND RETURN 

THE VILLAGERS" 
PROPERTY > 


OF COURSE! 
NOW LISTEN, VE 
AT LAST FOUND А 
‘QUEEN’ FØR US. 


= 


SOON AFTER BHAVANI PATHAK LEFT, | | HAVE ONLY А 

|PRAFULLA'S INSTRUCTRESS ARRIVED - SISTER LL BRING 

HER HERE SOME 
ме 


PRAFULLA'S 
MORNING 


| 4 
ЦА! 


WHILE NISHI TOOK CHARGE OF PRAFULLA'G PRACTICAL TRAINING, BHAVANI PATHAK 
INSTRUCTED HER ON VARIOUS ARTS AND SCIENCES - 


NOW THAT YOU'VE LEARNT 

THE LANGUAGE YOU MAY 
TAKE UP LITERATURE. 

| LET ‘kumara SAMBHAVAM*, 
BE THE FIRST BOOK. 


[THIS YEAR чоо ARE YALL | NEED 16 A А ду KRISHNA, WORK 
REQUIRED TO SLEEP Å PLACE TO SLEEP. THEN FOR WORKS SAKE, AND „ 
ON The. BARE NOT FOR тис FRUIT THEREOF, 


IN THE THIRD VEAR — |) [WRESTLING DISCIPLINES 
Зан BOTH BODY AND MIND. 


вит WHAT SHALL 


NOW ЧОЧ CAN DEAL 
100 Now ° 


WITH ANY SITUATION 
WITH А CALM AND 
COURAGEOUS MIND. 


Mr 


THEN I WOULD LIKE TO 
JOIN YOU AS YOUR 
ASSISTANT. 


A ‚А 


DACOIT GANG .IN A SHORT PERIOD 
45 


Ето 
ULLA THUS 


| SME BECAME WELL 
Ле FEMININE OF CHOUOHURI „ WHICI 


THE PEOPLE OF YOUR 
VILLAGE SWEAR THAT 
YOU ARE DEAD. BUT 

SOMETHING TELLS ME 
THAT YOU ARE ALIVE. 


ТАМ RUINED, МУ SON! ONCE 
AGAIN THE PACOTTS HAVE 
LOOTED МУ REVENUE 


! WILL TRY TO 


۱۳ BORROW THE AMOUNT 


BRAJESHWAR WENT ТО SEE HIS FATHER-IN-LAW- BUT — 


Чоц ARE CALLOUS, 


STAY HERE A 
MINUTE LONGER... 


BRAJESHWAR RUSHED OUT IN Å RAGE. 
SAGAR RAN OUT AFTER HIM AND FELL 


| | WHEN BRAJESHWAR TRIED TO FREE 


AT МӘ FEET. 
NO. | HAVE SEVERED 


ALL TES WITH YOU 
AND YOUR FATHER. 


aan, 


FEE 


ТАМ А BRANMAN'S — ONE DAY ГЫ. 


BRAVESMWAR THOUGHT 17 WAS SAGOR’ VOICE AND LEFT IN A RAGE: SAGAR 
HARDLY NOTICED IT- 50 FULL OF WONDER WAS SHE 


APPEARED THROUGH THE GATE. DEAD. NOW LET'S HURRY, 


| we HAVE ТО FULFIL. OUR 
М 


SAGAR TREMBLED AS DEV) CHOUDHURANI ве, SAGAR! PRAFULLA 7 


ONT BE AFRAID! )(1 AM AN UNFORTUNATE cists 
I COME AS YOUR OH | PRAFULLA 
FRIEND. “ms youl 


THAT NIGHT, A BARGE WAS ANCHORED ON THE BANK OF THE RIVER TRISROTA. 


YOUR САМОЕ. SEE 
THAT THERE 16 КО, 
BLOODSHED. 


REET CAME TO FUS CANCE AND GAVE ORDERS 


3 < REMEMBER, NO 
KLING. ust 
"кше un. 


AS SOON AS KANGARAU'S CANOE CAUGHT UP WITH THE BOAT, HIS MEN JUMPED ONTO |? 


оясоте | PAcorTs! SPARE mel) ИЕ 
28 Ro ) чаа 


5 J 


WITHIN A SHORT TIME THE DACOITS ПЕР UP ALL THE BOATMEN AND CAUGHT HOLD 
OF BRAUESHWAR. 


1 HEARD THAT SHE 
15 BEAUTIFUL AND, 
YOUNG. A 


BRAJESHWAR WAS LED TO THE WAITING BARGE WHERE HE WAS LEFT IN FRONT OF 


A МЕЙЕР LADY. ТТІ 
| | AM NOT РЕМ! 
| I HAVE BOUGHT YOU 


| «Æg FROM HER. YOU ARE 
MY SLAVE NOW. < 


BROUGHT ME 
HERE, DEVI! 


STOP TALKING 
NONSENSE I NOW, 


45 SOON AS BRAJESHWAR TOUCHED HER и вит HOW DID YOU 
FEET, THE LADY REMOVED HER VEIL WITH СОМЕ HERES 
LAUGH. = 


I NEED THIS 
MONEY. BUT 
I CAN ONLY 
ACCEPT IT 

AS A LOAN: 


AS YOU PLEASE! YOU MAY MEET 
ME HERE ON THE SEVENTH 
NIGHT OF THE FULL MOON IN, 


LOAN- BUT TAKE 


(toan? REPAY THE 
THIS AS A GIFT. 


IT ом BRAJESHWAR'S FINGER. 


LITTLE LATER, 


22 BENENE нао RETURNING поне rr олат [TTY 


MY NAME ENGRAVED ON IT! 
SAGAR, TELL ME | WHO 16, 
THIS DEM 2 SME cOULDN”T 


| 


SHE 5 PRE 
I RECOGNI 


THE MOMENT I SAW ЈА 


АРША! 
ISED HER 


Re 


1607 IT FROM DEVI THAT DACOIT ! WHERE 
CHOUDHURANI - МЕ. 


HAVE TO RETURN 
=, IT IN BAISAKH. 


т трет 


WILL YOU ВЕ MEETING 


2А 


NE DEUS ET FA 


RETURN THE TAINTED 


"PRIZE -МОМЕУ. 


MEANWHILE, DEVI MET BHAVAN] PATHAK 


THAKUR ›1 AM TIRED OP 

PLAYING QUEEN! TAKE 

ALL MY MONEY AND 

PERMIT МЕ ТО GO BACK 
тоту 


PEOPLE REVERE 
«оч AS ۸ GODDESS NN 
WITHOUT YOU 
QuR MISSION 


WOULD FAIL. 


(MOREOVER ,NEXT WEEK | 
чои ARE тд HOLD COURT 
AND DISTRIBUTE MONEY 


TO THE POOR. 


MEANWHILE JBRAJESHWAR TOO 
WAS UNHAPPY. p 


PRAFULLA ۸ ۴ 
WHY DACOITY OF 
ALL PROFESSIONS? 


RANI ARRESTED. SEND OUT Å 
FEW SOLDIERS WITH ME- 


WE HAVE BEEN TRYING. 
то ARREST HER FOR A LONG 
(TINE: LIEUTENANT BRENNAN WILL 
ACCOMPANY YOU WITH FIVE 
HUNDRED SOLDIERS. 


UNAWARE OF HIS FATHER'S MOVE, 
BRAJESHWAR WENT TO MEET DEV! 
ON THE APPOINTED DAY- 


Жон you KNOW 
ит 
veny TING вот | ве HERE By vour 
ALONE nE аре, ad 


BRITISH ARE 
COMING TO 
ARREST МЕ. / 


THEN I ETTER 


1 AM SORRY, 
1 COULD NOT RAISE 
THE MONEY. BUT 
PRAFULLA I WHY 


ARE, YOU А 
2801 А 


BUT I HAVE ТО 


my 
LET THEM ARREST FATHER, AN 
ME. OTHERWISE | INFORMER Р 
YOUR FATHER 


WOULD BE IN 
DANGER. 


ASK HIM то GO BACK, 


TO THE BRITISH WITH 
A WHITE FLAG | 


RANGARAY, LOOK 
AT THE SKY. GOD 
15 WITH ME 


AFTER CONVINCING BHAVANI PATHAK OF DEVI'S INTENTIONS, RANGARAJ WENT ТО 
LIEUTENANT BRENNAN WITH THE WHITE FLAG. 


ыр! LOOK, OUR 2000) NOW TAKE 
MEN ARE RETREATING! || МЕ TO YOUR DEVI 
WE ACCEPT DEFEAT. / | CHOUDHURANI. 


ik 


AFTER ENSURING THAT шэ BOATS HAD SURROUNDED DEVIS BARGE, LIEUTENANT BRENNAN, 
ALONG WITH RANGARAJ AND HARABALLABH, ENTERED 17- НЕ МЕТ NISHI AND HER SISTER 


BOTH DRESSED LIKE QUEENS 7 
WHICH ONE OF А NO, SHE в LYING ПА 
YOU 16 РЕМ у RO" 
CHOUDHURANI? М 
шалы, J № 


та: PLL ARREST THE 
OTHER TWO AND 
DECIDE LATER. 


25 РЕМ HAD ANTICIPATED, A VIOLENT STORM SOON BROKE OUT. DEVIS BOATMEN WERE 
PREPARED FOR IT- BEFORE ANYONE COULD REALISE WHAT WAS HAPPENING, НЕК BARGE 
PIERCED: THE CORDON OF ENGLISH BOATS AND WAS S 


OON OGT OF OMT 
ата 


SORRY, LIEUTENANT! YOu 
ARE OUR CAPTIVE NOW! 


= = [A FEW Mi 
IF You CARE TO LOOK Å женин. 
THROUGH THE WINDOW, 


ма DEV, TURNED TO 
YOU WILL REALISE Е 
1 WE HAVE DECIDED 
TO SENTENCE 
BOTH OF You 
TO DEATH 


I WILL—IF YOU 

MARRY тч SISTER. 
ЭНЕ 

SPINSTER 


YOU ARE FREE ТО 
4 z GO, LIEUTENANT- 
=> AND DON'T TRY 
то FIGHT US IN 


couPtE 4 
YOUR 
HOUSE TOMORROW, 
Ел 


É 


THE NEXT DAY, PRAFULLA AND BRAJESHWAR TOOK LEAVE OF THE OTHERS - 
ЛІ =, Геянаакли I TAKE CHARGE 
И ОР МУ МОНЕУ АМО СОН- 
å ЧҮ КӘ mey А ТУ ДНА 
y гу исуши > 
A Vol 


BRAJA 1 HOW DID 
YOU GET BACK THIS 
LOST TREASURE, 


‘SHH! SAGAR! 


HER TRAINING IN THE FOREST HELPED PRAFULLA TO BECOME AN IDEAL 

HOUSEWIFE - EVERYONE , INCLUDING, HARABALLABH DOTED ON HER. AS FOR 

BHAVANI PATHAK, HE WAS 50 DEJECTED THAT HE SUBMITTED 
HIMSELF ТО THE AUTHORITIES AND WAS DEPORTED. 


Illustrated Classics From India 


Kapala Kundala 


Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay (1838-1894) is considered to be one of the greatest writers in the world of Bengal 
literature. He wrote Kapala Kundala, his second novel, when he was only 28 years old 


tt is said that when Bankim Chandra lived in Kanthi, on the coast of southwest Bengal, а кара (a Tantric нознре 
of Kali or Shiva frequently visited him. The mystery surrounding the кара made а deep impression on Bankim. 
He conceived the idea of writing а novel about a girl brought up by а kapalîk in complete isolation from the civilisec 
world. 


The name Карай Kundala has been taken fom the Sanskrit play, Malat- Madhava. In the play, Kapala is the associate 
of the evil Карай, Aghora Ghanta, and sheis as heinous as her mentor. But although our heroine in Карай Kunda 
was also brought up by an evil Карайк, she is full human affection and kindness. 


stor is full of romantic and interesting characters. Whie presenting this fascinating tale of romance, certain 
‘events and characters have been omitted and the story has been modified to make it suitable for children. 


Script: Debrani Mitra Illustratio 


DURING THE REIGN OF AKBAR THE GREAT, A LONE BOAT WAS RETURNING FROM 
Å VOYAGE OF PILGRIMAGE то GANGASAGAR.*A DENSE FOG HAD DESCENDED 

AND, THOUGH IT WAS EARLY IN THE MORNING, NOTHING COULD BE SEEN FOR 
MILES. THE BOAT HAD LOST ITS WAY. 


OH GOPI WE IT WILL BE WORSE IF WE. 


# THE МОШТН OF THE RIVER HODGHLY 


PLEASE! PLEASE! REMAIN| 
CALM. WE SHOULD FIND 
OUR WAY BY DAYBREAK. 


WHY НОТ 5 BUT DOESN'T 
THE BEAUTY OF THE SEA 
MAKE YOU FORGET 

YOUR FEARS P 


NAVAKUMAR ARE. YOU 
SURE? SHALL WE BE 
ABLE TO GO BACK Д 


ГЕНЕ TALL TREES ENCIRC- 
LING THE SILVERY 
WATERS ARE 
LOVELY ТО 
BEHOLD. 


CED O — 
THE SHORE! 
THE SHORE! 
> == 


вит HOW SHALL 
WE соок WE 


THEY SALED TOWARDS 
THE SHORE AND 1 
DIGEMBARKED- 


THERE AND RISK 
BEING KILLED BY 
TIGERS 2 


NO ONE ELSE DARED ТО GO.SO NAVA- 
KUMAR WENT INTO THE FOREST ALONE. 


THIS IS VERY HARD 

WORK. I АМ NOT 

USED ТО CARRYING 
ЕАМ 


[MEANWHILE NEAR THE SHORE — 


‘SOON IT WILL ВЕ 
HIGH TIDE AND WE 
WILL BE STRANDED, 


WHAT ABOUT 

NAVAKUMAR? WE 

CAN'T LEAVE HIM 
BEHIND. 


НЕ HAS BEEN 
AWAY FOR 
MORE THAN 
FOUR HOURS, 


THE STORMY WATERS UNNERVED THEM AND THE 
PASSENGERS RUSHED TO THE BOAT. 


THEY WERE DRIVEN A LONG WAY OFF THE COAST AND THEY DECIDED NOT TO COME 
BACK FOR NAVAKUMAR. s 


A JO FIND SOME 
۱ SHELTER. 


HIM TO HAVE 
DARED ENTER 
THAT FOREST. 


IT WAS LATE IN THE EVENING WHEN NAVA- 
KUMAR RETURNED ТО FIND HIS COMPANIONS, 


Ок, PERHAPS, THEY VE 
DESERTED МЕ | ANYWAY, 
1 MUST FIND 

SHELTER FOR 
THE NIGHT. 


NO SIGN OF 
THEM | THEY 


LOOKING FOR SHELTER IN THE AS HE DREW NEARER, HE SAW A KAPALIK® 
FOREST, NAVAKUMAR SAW A FIRE MEDITATING BEFORE THE FIRE. 


TAM A BRAHMAN] 


AFTER А ИМГЕ 7 
7 Гоо 1 NEED FOOD 
2 AND SHEL! 

У С YOU WANT? sashes 


4 


(THE KAPALIK TOOK NAVAKUMAR то HIS INAVAKUMAR WAS SO TIRED THAT 
COTTAGE. ۳۳2 САН EAT THIS FRUIT НЕ SLEPT TILL THE NEXT EVENING. 


AND SLEEP HERE. BUT 


COTTAGE TILL 
I RETURN 


WHEN НЕ FINALLY WOKE UP — 


JHE WENT OUT IN SEARCH OF FOOD. | 


Е KAPALIK, 
MUST HAVE. 


AHLTHIS FRUIT 
16 DELICIOUS! 


[VD BETTER GO 
| BACK NOW. THE 
KAPALIK MUST 
HAVE RETURNED. 4 


1 THOUGHT THAT 

IT WOULD BE EASY 

TO RETURN TO 
THE COTTAGE: 


АШ 


HAVE YOU LOST 
Va 


он! YOU GAVE 
ME Å START I 
WHO ARE You? 


ТАМ КАРАГА NAVARUMAR FOLLOWED HER AS IF IN А 
KUNDALA.COME, TRANCE «AFTER LEADING HIM TO THE 

5 COTTAGE, THE BEAUTIFUL MAIDEN 
STEPPED BEHIND Я BUSH AND 
DISAPPEARED INTO THE FOREST. 


Е TLL SHOW YOU THE 


WAY. JUST FOLLOW, 
me! A 


PLEASE SHOW ME THE 
WAYE. 


THE GIRL FLED LIKE А FRIGHTENED DEER. 


YOU CANNOT FREE Û 
YOURSELF FROM ) 
Р. 4 


THE KAPALIK DRAGGED HIM AWAY ТО HIS PLACE OF MEDITATION... | 
BE CALM! ANYWAY, 
YOU ARE GIVING YOUR 
LIFE FOR A SACRED 


CAUSE. 


AFTER 475 PREPARATIONS FOR THE 
(SACRIFICE WERE COMPLETED — 


== 
SCIMITAR P I MUST | 
HAVE DROPPED IT 


WHILE HE WAS 


ГОД А STRUGGLING 
s тн МЕ. 


ANE BOUND ИИ FIRMLY == 
DON'T TRY XZ Е 
ТО RESIST. «Å 


THE KAPALIK WENT AWAY TO 


LOOK FOR THE SUMITAR ++. Z APPEARED WITH THE | А л 
SMAAK 
ја ‘SH-SHH! DON'T МАКЕ, 2 
4 73 


HEAR US -I'LL FREE /В 
YOU IN NO TIME. 


KAFALA KUNDALA THEN LED NAVAKUMAR ТО 


А TEMPLE IN THE FØREST AND TOLD THE 
PRIEST THERE THE WHOLE STORY. 


FIRST LET ME 
TALK TO THIS 
YOUNG MAN. 


THE PRIEST TOOK NAVAKUMAR INTO THE TEMPLE « 

THE YOUNG LADY ми е THERE ANYTHING 

BE IN MORTAL DANGER |( САМ DO TO SAVE 
HER FROM 


Эте караоке А59 


Б. 


YES. YOU CAN в) SHE IS A BRAHMAN- 
MARRY HER, AND SHE WAS BROUGHT UP) 
TAKE HER WITH 5 BY THE KAPALIK. 


| 7 POOR ак | WILL 
_[ GLADLY PROTECT HER. 
SHE HAS SAVED МУ LIFE. 
AND SHE'S BEAUTIFUL 
AND GOOD! 


HERE 15 SOME MONEY THANK YOU 11 WILL 

| FOR YOUR EXPENSES ON NEVER FORGET YOUR, 
THE WAY. HIRE А PALAN- ДЕ KINDNESS. 
QUIN FOR KAPALA 


AFTER THE PRIEST HAD LEFT, A FALANQUIN I HOPE WE REACH THE 
WAS HIRED FØR KAPALA AND THEY NEXT VILLAGE SOON. MY. 
CONTINUED THEIR. JOURNE! Р 


GRADUALLY НЕ LOST РАСЕ BUT BY NIGHTFALL NAVAKUMAR 
PALANGUIN» BECAME WORRIED. THE VILLAGE WAS 


THELL WATT FOR | NOWHERE IN SIGHT: Г НОРЕ КАРА 
I CAN'T никеу.1 АМ 
(FAR TOO TIRED. pe 


АТ THE INN. АМ 
نع‎ 


ТО МАКЕ PREPARA- 
TIONS AT THE 
VILLAGE КМ... 


WHEN SUDDEN- 
iy DACOITS 
ATTACKED. 


|" THEY TOOK AWAY 
ALL MY BELONGINGS, 
WHILE MY PALANQUIN + 


1 REACH 
THE INN 
Nowe 


GOING TO THE INN TO JOIN MY 
WIFE - | HOPE. 


THE INN WAS, AFTER: ALL, NOT VERY FAR. | |LATER AT THE INN— 
AWAY, AND THEY SOON REACHED Г 1 DID NOT RECOGNISE HIM 
AT FIRST, BUT I AM SURE, 
Now. IT MUST BE HIM! PLL 
SPEAK TO HIM AGAIN AND 
FIND OUT. 


ГАН! MY WIFE HAS 


ARRIVED ALREADY, 


МУ NAME 15 MATI BIBI. THIS 1S MY WIFE, \ 
Mave cone чо В (poms Клека: 
Ge линкот 
SHARMA OF 
seinem. 


а) 


| 
5917 
3 


8) 


IT'S NOTHING | THE 
ORNAMENTS 1 WAS 

WEARING WERE HAD ALREADY TAKEN TO 
| STOLEN BY THE ç 
DACOITS, ВИТ... 


STILL HAVE SOME LEFT. THESE 
WERE IN THE LUGGAGE WHICH MY MEN 


WHY DID YOU GIVE HE ۱5 NOT А 
STRANGER. HE 
1S MY HUSBAND 


SUCH VALUABLE, 
JEWELLERY TO A 
STRANGER F 


YES ۰۱ WAS MARRIED 
TO HIM. BUT WHEN MY 
FATHER BECAME А 
CONVERT TO ISLAM, HIS, 


FATHER DECIDED TO 
SPURN ۰ A 


YES THAT HAS BEEN MY 


NE WERE У THIS 16 UNIMAGINABLE! CAN N [--AND THAT SHE 
dust \IT REALLY BE TRUE THAT 
CHILDREN J THE WIFE OF A BRAHMAN IS 
THEN. (NOW THE SWEETHEART OF MEHR-UNNISA 
FOR THE 


PRINCE SALIM 2 
2 PRINCE'S 


å FEW DAYS LATER, NAVAKUMAR ARRIVED АТ SAPTAGRAM WITH HIS BRIDE. 
REACHING HOME, THEY RECEIVED A JOYOUS WELCOME FROM HIG MOTHER AND 


OF PROSPERITY. 
\ HAVE BROUGHT BACK 


м зом -- 


SHYAMA. WHAT 
15 YOURS? 


WHAT AN ODD NAME! Гат FIRST KAPALA KUNDALA WAS NOT HAPPY AT 
WE'LL CALL YOU |GAPTAGRAM · SHE BECAME VERY QUIET AND 
RINMAYEE - 7 = 
чылым» THOUGHT JONE HAS ТО WORK 7 


| FEEL UKE RUNNING 
AWAY TO THE FOREST. 


THE LOVE AND 
AFFECTION 
SHOWERED BY 


ME BACK. 


SHYAMA WAS RIGHT -THE WILD KAPALA 


TARINMAYEE , DON'T 
HUNDALA GRADUALLY BECAME 


LOOK 50 SAD. YOU 
WILL LEARN TO MRINMBYEE, THE HOUSEWIFE. 
LIKE DOMESTICITY, 


ALTE МЕРИ TIME MATI BIB] HAD RETURNED ТО AGRA; BUT HER THOUGHTS WERE 
STILL WITH MAVAKUMAR-ONE DAY SHE WAS TALKING TO HER MAID — 


YOU'VE BEEN QUITE 2 7 WHICH ONE 2 THE 
SILENT ON THE PAST ОНЕ OR THE 
М FUTURE Оне ° 


SUBJECT. WHAT DO 
You THINK OF му Ё 


THE PAST ۵ BUT WHAT ABOUT 
THE ONLY THE PRINCE? 


HAVE YOU HEARD? 
EMPEROR AKBAR 15 
НО MØRE . PRINCE 
SALIM WILL BE 

CROWNED 300N- 


[MATI BIBI LEFT AGRA TO SETTLE 
DOWN AT SAPTAGRAM. 


ONE DAY SHE SUMMONED NAVAKUMAR. 


TAKE МЕ AS 
YOUR WIFE- 


IF YOU CAN'T 

TAKE ME AS YOUR 
WIFE THEN ACCEPT 
ME AS YOUR. MAID. 


A POOR BRAHMAN | 
CANNOT TAKE А 
RICH WOMAN OF 


е: CANNOT ВЕ. 
THE COURT AS | 


I WILL OFFER ALL MY 
BELONGINGS TO YOU. 
DON'T YOU SEE THAT 


YOU ARE FREE ТО 
GO BACK ТО AGRA.| 


THE THRONE 


[MATI BIBI BECAME VERY ANGRY. 


YOU CAN'T ESCAPE) 
ME. WHEN | WANT 
SOMETHING, 
I GET IT. 


JUST BECAUSE 1 AM 
YOUR WIFE YOU CANNOT 
ORDER ME AROUND 


UKE THIS! 


! 
WHO ARE YOU? ME 


HE LOOKED АТ HER KEENLY. cry) 


YOU'LL HEAR 
FROM ME SOON. 


IQ 000вчЕ! 
ar goons 


PADMAVATI. 


1 HOW CAN | TAKE HER 
BACK NOW 2 THAT 
WOULD BE 
UNTHINKABLE IN 
OUR SOCIETY. 


FIRST, КАРАГА 
KUNDALA’S 
DEATH. SECOND 
REUNION WITH 
МУ HUSBAND. 


HOW DO You 
LIKE MY 
DISGUISE, 


EXCELLENT! 
BUT WHAT ARE 
YOU AFTER е 


DISGUISED AS А MAN, МАТИ BIBI WENT ТО 
THE FOREST NEAR NAVAKUMAR!S HOUSE 


OUT HER PLANS: HOWEVER , HER 


то WAIT FOR AN OPPORTUNITY TO CARRY 


GOING NEARER SHE SAW THE КАРАК 
PERFORMING SOME RITES AND CHANTING 


THE NAME "KAPALA KUNDALAREPEATED- 
LY. SUDDENLY THE KAPALIK BECAME 
AWARE OF HER- 


ATTENTION WAS 


THIS ۱5 FOR 
KAPALA 
KUNDALA --- + 


mas 


KUNDALA! 

I MUST FIND 
OUT MORE 
ABOUT 


JT am INTERESTED N 
IN КАРАГА KUNDALA 
Тоо. WHAT HAVE 
YOU AGAINST HERS 


WHAT 
DO YOU 


Жш ° 


FT BrOUGHT HER UP, 
BUT SHE DECEIVED: 

ME. SHE КАМ AWAY 

AND MARRIED NAVA- 

KUMAR «| WANT 
HER TO DIE. 


DESIRE НЕК. 
DEATH. 


I WILL TELL 

чоц HOW TO 

BRING ABOUT 
HER DEATH. 


THE TWO BEGAN TO PLOT: 


[MEANWHILE — 


MRINMAVEE, | NEED 
А MEDICINAL HERE 
FROM THE FOREST. 
BUT пе GOING то ДА 


WHY WHAT'S 
THE PROBLEM, 
SHYAMAP 


THE HERB MUST 
BE PLUCKED BY 
А WOMAN EXACTLY 
AT MIDNIGHT. AND 
SHE MUST BE ALONE. 
OTHERWISE IT 
WON'T HAVE THE 
DESIRED EFFECT. 


YOU KNOW THAT 
I DON'T FEAR THE 
JUNGLE. PLL GET 


my HOUSES 4 

AND IF НЕ DOES, SKOUL 

1OBEY HIM EVEN IF НЕ 
ті ایا‎ 


THAT NIGHT SHE WAS PREPARING TO 
STEAL AWAY INTO THE FOREST, BUT — 


MRINMAYEE! 

WHERE ARE YOU | TO FETCH А 
Goma? HERB FOR 
SHYAMA. 


AT THIS ° | Е EXPLAINED WHY SHE HAD 
TIME ОЕ ~ 72 GO ALONE .NAVAKUMÅR 
NIGHT? RELUCTANTLY LET HER GI 


ALONE IN THE FOREST, SHE HAPPENED 
я YOUNG MAN» 


KAPALA KUNDALA! 
PM GLAD WE'VE 
5 МЕТ AT LAST. 


DON'T ВЕ AFRAID. 
ТАМА WOMAN AS YOu 
ARE. THERE 15 А 

REASON FOR THIS 

DISGUISE- 


(RAPALA KUNDALA RECOGNISED THE KAPALIK IMMEDIATELY AND WAS PETRIFIED. 


KAPALA KUNDALA KEPT HER WORD 
BUT SHE SAID NOTHING ABOUT IT | 
TO HER HUSBAND. А FEW DAYS 


MRINMAVEE 9 
GOING OUT 
AGAIN | AND 


HER TO SEE. 
WHERE SHE 
15 GONG. 


NOW YOU CAN 
ЗЕЕ FOR YOUR- 
SELF HOW 
THINGS ARE. 


SHE COMES 
HERE TO MEET 
THIS YOUNG 


(АРАГА KUNDALA, 
JOWEVER, DISPLEASI 
ALI WHEN SHE 
RESCUED YOU. 


IF SHE HAD NOT $ 


DONE THAT, YOU 
WOULD HAVE 
KILLED ME! 


YOU ALSO DISPLEASED 
THE GODDESS BY RUNNING 
AWAY. NOW YOU CAN 
АТОМЕ. BY SACRIFICING 
YOUR WIFE TO KALI. g 


DON'T YOU SEE, А ЈЕВСОЦОУ GAINED THE UPPER 
SHE ۱5 UNFAITHFUL z ⁄ HAND. 


TLL DO T. 
YES, SHE IS 
UNFAITHFUL 


THE NEXT EVENING — 


FOREST ! 


NAVAKUMAR FORCED HER ТО ACCOMPANY HIM- | BUT ۱ DON'T 


MRINMAYEE | THE TIME 
HAS COME TO ANSWER 
FOR YOUR. SINS .1 AM 


THAT'S NOT TRUE. 

HOWEVER, I DON'T 

WISH TO DEFEND 
MYSELF... 


VD RATHER, 15 SHE [AS THEY CAME NEAR THE PLACE OF SACRIFICE] 
DIE THAN BE INNOCENT? J| |NAVAKUMAR SUDDENLY CAME TO HIS 


естер 2 


AND THIS 15 THE MRINMAYEE! WHY DON'T 1 

WOMAN WHO YOU SHOW ME THE LIGHT? 

SAVED ME! HOW WHY DON'T YOU TELL МЕ 

CAN I KILL HER. THAT WHAT I SAW WAS 
AT HIS > 


AN ILLUSION? 
SUGGESTION? 


IT WAS! YOU 
THOUGHT I WAS 
MEETING A MAN, 
BUT IT WAS A 
WOMAN IN PIS- 

| Guise! Ж 


7 1 BELIEVE You, N THE FOREST MAKES 
MRINMAYEE. FORGIVE |US TAKE LEAVE OF OUR 
ME. 1 AM МОТ SENSES. LET’S GO 
WORTHY OF You, Å AWAY FROM HERE 
QUN. 


IT HAD ALL STARTED IN THE FOREST AND WAS ABOUT ТО END IN THE 
OREST. WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT HAPPENED AFTERWARDS ПО THE EVIL 


KAPALIK AND MATI BIBI. THEY WERE LEFT IN THE DARK WHILE NAVAKUMAR 
AND KAPALA KUNDALA CAME BACK TO THE LIGHT. 
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Bengali Classics 


Bankim Chonta Chott 
Bengalî iterature. This 


һүөү (1838-1634) is considered to be one of the ди 
т Chitra Katha elume prevents thes of his famous stots, 


‘The frst, Ananda Math. is considered to be a milestone in the history of moder fetion in India. It received such 
wide acclaim inthe late 191 century that Bankim Chandra, its author, was referred to as the Walter Scott of India. 
This story vividly depicts the struggle for freedom in 1773 Bengal. In the face of Í the misery one men named 
Satyananda yearned for truth, justice and freedom, Translatons of this story appeared in Telugu, Kannada 
Malayalam, Hindi and Urdu. The song Vande Mataram, which Bankim Chandra first wrote in this novel, echoed 
though the Indian freedom moverent; during the Non Cooperation movement the song was heard onthe lips of 
many, while they braved the lathis of the British police force. 


Bankim Chandra wrote Kapala Kundala when he was only 28 years old. The name Kapala Kundala has been taken 
from the Sanskit ран, Melati Madhav, In tte play, Kapala is the associate of the өй Карай, Aghora Ghanta, and 
tha ie as heinous as her mentor. But although our heroine in Kapala Kundai was also brought up by an evil Борай, 
she is full human affection and kindness. While presanting this fascinating tale of romance, certain events and 
characters have been omitted and the story has been modified to make tt suitable for children, 


The third story Devi Choudhurani в ап enthraling, adventurous and romantic story. Both Devi Choudhurni and һе 
mentor, Ваза Pathak, ие historical characters who figure in the report of Lieutenart Brennan. quoted by Hunter in 
Ns ‘Statistical Account of Bengal. There is пе historical explanation of what converted the young, vulnerable Prafula 
into the great Devi Choudhurni in the first lac, and what mate her give it up ltr. However, Bankim Chandra s 
erile imagination has provided answers to these puzzling questions in his novel, on which our tale is based. 


Editor: Anant Ра! 
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